Traumatic vertebral artery dissection and Wallenberg syndrome after a motorcycle collision.
Wallenberg syndrome is also called lateral medullary syndrome or posterior inferior cerebellar artery syndrome. The clinical presentations include ipsilateral Horner syndrome, ipsilateral cerebellar signs, and the hypalgesia of ipsilateral face and contralateral body. A considerable number of cases of Wallenberg syndrome were reported to be associated with vertebral artery dissection (VAD). Nowadays, the preferred imaging tool comes down to magnetic resonance imaging because it provides high spatial resolution, which is especially important for assessment of lesions in posterior fossa. The optimal treatment of VAD remains controversial. Most patients receive conservative treatments with anticoagulants or antiplatelet drugs. Overall, most cases have good prognosis. However, the rarity and various presentations of VAD may challenge emergency physicians in making correct diagnosis in the emergency department. Hence, maintaining a high index of suspicion is needed for an early diagnosis, especially in young people without risk factors attributing to cerebrovascular accident.